Crime 9

On October 15, 1994 at approximately 10:00 p.m., Jill S, who was home with her family at their house was raped and sodomized by four subjects after the four subjects had forcible entered the home. At the time of the incident, Jill’s family, including her father, her mother, her brother, and her sister were taped up with duct tape while Jill was removed to her bedroom where the rape and sodomy took place.  The subjects who forcibly entered the home were looking for cash from Jill’s father, a prominent oral surgeon. The subjects committing the crimes stayed inside the residence for approximately three hours during which time they ransacked several rooms, committed the forcible sexual acts against Jill, assaulted her family members, and upon their departure stole items from the home including video equipment and the family’s Volvo.  After the subjects left the home, the father called to local Police Department, who in turn, called the County Police to investigate this incident; since procedure dictates that on felony crime investigations the county police will assume the lead role. The County Police send a road supervisor, who called the detectives covering that geographical area. The detectives, including detective supervisors, responded. The detectives conducted their preliminary investigation and called the evidence collection experts.  Evidence collection in these types of incidents is the responsibility of the County Police Department’s Crime Scene Section. This unit was called and sent two officers, one to the hospital where Jill was being treated in order to get any additional physical evidence from her person and the second to the residence to process the crime scene at the house.  Jill was transported to a local hospital where an emergency room doctor treated her medically and a pre-packaged State Sexual Offense Evidence Collection kit was utilized to obtain physical evidence from her person. This rape kit was then transported by the detective, who was present with Jill at the hospital, to the county’s crime lab and was refrigerated in a sealed locker for further examination. During the encounter in the home, the subjects demanded more cash from the father. When they were told he had no more cash than $400, they instructed him to meet their representative on Monday, October 17 at a location approximately 10 miles from the residence. He was instructed to bring $10,000 with him to this meeting or suffer the consequence of his family being subjected to additional harm.  A surveillance was set up regarding the extortion attempt at the pre-arranged meeting place, and, at the arranged time, a representative of the subjects, H, appeared and attempted to take a fake money pack that had been given to the father. H was taken into custody and subsequently voluntarily gave a written statement implicating his nephew and others in the theft of certain video equipment from a home. He did not mention anything about the sexual offenses.

