
I.
SYNOPSIS

CRIME 8

During the weekend of June 25, 1992, H. made plans to have J and several other friends over to his apartment at 3804-P Meriwether Drive for a cookout. The invitation was for Sunday afternoon between 3:30 and 4:00 PM. On Sunday, J attempted to contact H in the morning and early afternoon by phone but got no answer. Shortly before 4:00 PM, J went to H’s apartment. He first noticed that H’s burgundy car was missing and then continued to his apartment. The front door was not secured tightly and when he knocked, it opened slightly on its own. J then saw H’s bloody body lying on the floor. He immediately left and called the Police Department.  Officer K. was dispatched to the homicide call at 4:04 PM and found H, a black male, age 30, lying face down in the living room of the apartment just inside the front door. The immediate crime scene was a single floor apartment on the second story of the complex. The body was lying so that the head was under the edge of a glass table. There was a significant amount of blood and broken ceramic glass on and around the body. The victim was wearing a white tee shirt and black undershorts. He appeared to have stab wounds to the back area. In the kitchen sink, Officer K found a bowl filled with water which also contained a large, blood stained butcher knife, several smaller knives and a pair of scissors. Blood splatters and a bloody palm print were on the hall way wall leading to the bedroom area. Blood splatters and another palm print were also found on the entrance walls immediately inside the first bedroom. There was blood on the bed mattress and the walls above the headboard, which was also broken. Both the television and the light in the bedroom were on. In the commode at the far end of the hallway was a cigarette, drinking glass, and a piece of toilet paper. The rest of the apartment appeared to be undisturbed. Officer K secured the immediate crime using appropriate tape and requested a homicide detective and the Crime Lab to respond.  Detective W and Identification Technician C arrived a short while later and began the follow-up investigation and crime scene processing. Agents from the State Bureau of Investigation (SBI) responded also to assist with a luminal test and blood splatter analysis. Technicians recovered latent prints from the drinking glasses and the exterior door. They also recovered a significant amount of other physical evidence which included pieces of blood stained sheet rock from the walls, bed linens, and the obvious items from the kitchen sink and bathroom toilet. A more detailed evaluation of the crime scene appears later in this report.  Detective W immediately notified the 911 Emergency Communications Center and requested a state-wide radio broadcast for the victim’s missing car. He then conducted a routine canvass of the apartment complex interviewing neighbors about anything they may have seen or heard. By 3:00 AM the following morning, uniform patrol officers had located Mr.  H’s car and arrested four occupants. They claimed the car had been loaned to them a few hours earlier by a man in the Few Gardens Public Housing Neighborhood. The car was also impounded and processed by the Crime Lab Technicians. Within an hour of the recovery, Crime Stoppers provided investigators with a tip that a subject, dressed in white, at apartment 15-A in Few Gardens originally had the car the previous day and loaned it to the other four suspects.  Investigators responded to 15-A Few Gardens and were met at the door by L who was a guest at the apartment. The tenant, and a neighbor, were also present and interviewed. The neighbor told the Detective that L had driven up in the burgundy car earlier Sunday afternoon. He told her that he had stolen the car after knocking the owner unconscious and taking his jewelry. L had been seen riding in the car later that afternoon trying to sell the jewelry. The detectives shifted their focus and began questioning L. At the time, he was wearing blue jeans and a dark blue and white striped shirt. When detectives confronted him about whether he had been wearing those clothes all day, he initially said yes, but then abruptly changed his statement and surprisingly admitted killing H.  L was taken into custody and transported to police headquarters where he gave a detailed confession. In summary, he stated that he had been out walking early Sunday morning after drinking. H drove up and offered him a ride. They smoked marijuana together and drove to H’s apartment where they mixed drinks and cut up more marijuana. L said that while the two of them were in the bedroom, H began making sexual advance towards him. Ignoring L’s demands to stop, H continued and L stabbed him in the neck with the same butcher knife that they had been using to cut the marijuana. They both ran down the hallway. L said he grabbed a vase and hit H in the head with it. He said he stabbed H some more using other knives from the kitchen. When one of the knife blades broke, he began using a pair of scissors. L said he placed all of the items he had touched either in the toilet or in the bowl of water in the kitchen sink thinking the water would destroy any fingerprints. L said he removed his bloody clothes and put on some of H’s clothes (He was still wearing the same clothes when he was arrested).  L was taken to the County Jail and charged with first degree murder and larceny of a motor vehicle. He was processed and stripped. The bloody underwear he was wearing under the victim’s clothes were collected and submitted as evidence. 

