Summary of the Bombing

Crime 7

This paper is a description of a bombing that occurred In a parking lot outside of the Lipa discotheque Slovenia.  This bombing remains unsolved however, two and a half weeks after this bombing there was what appeared to be an accidental detonation of a bomb where the bomb maker was killed by the blast. The type of device that was recovered in the accidental detonation was similar to the device used in the crime being described. The deceased bomber was involved in organized crime, as is the victim of the case being described. It was also determined that the deceased individual was a rival of the victim of the case being reviewed. Since the fatal bombing there have been no similar bombings.  The explosion occurred on April 16, 1999 at 1:39 a.m. The blast occurred in a parking lot outside of the Lipa discotheque that was featuring a fashion show that evening. The explosive was placed beneath a Chevrolet Corvette.  There were two persons in the car. The driver was a male who is the owner of the car. This individual has ties to organized crime groups in Slovenia. The passenger was a female, Miss Hawaiian Tropic. Both persons escaped from the vehicle. The male driver had both ankles broken and a number of scratches and bruises on his legs. The female passenger broke her left ankle. Both victims were transported by ambulance from the scene to a hospital.  The car began to burn after the blast. Security from the discotheque responded just after the blast. They extinguished the fire with chemical fire extinguishers from the club. The local police responded a short time after the explosion. The police cordoned off the immediate area with crime scene tape and called for assistance from the National bomb squad.  At 2:20 the bomb squad responded to the scene. The bomb squad first checked the scene for secondary devices. Photos of the scene were taken . Rain began to fail so soil samples were taken from the blast crater. The car was covered with a tarp to preserve evidence. An initial crime scene survey was undertaken and a much larger perimeter was established. By 3:00 a.m. a cordoned perimeter was set, at 20% beyond the furthest known object hurled from the ‘blast (approximately 200 meters from the blast site). Local police maintained a perimeter security of the crime scene while the bomb squad began the planning stages of the crime scene process which was to begin the next morning under better lighting conditions.  Investigators were sent to the hospital to interview the victims. The . driver of the vehicle stated to. the investigators he thought the engine of the vehicle had exploded when he attempted to start the vehicle. When he was told there had been a bomb under the vehicle which had caused the explosion. He refused to cooperate any further with the investigation. The female passenger had nothing to add to the investigation.
The crime scene was divided into eight grid sections. Section 8 was the immediate area of the blast section 1 contained the wheel assembly that was 160 meters from the blast site. The distance the wheel assembly was propelled from the site of the explosion attests to the violence of the explosion. The wheel traveled through a heavy wooden fence, before coming to rest 160 meters from the targeted vehicle.  At approximately 8:00 a.m. when it was light, the bomb team returned to begin processing the crime scene. A systematic search was undertaken from the furthest point from the blast in toward the site of the explosion. The wheel in section 1 was the furthest piece of evidence located. The wheel was from the left front of the car. The inner part of the tire had two pieces of wire embedded in it. These wires were taken as evidence. The entire wheel was then inventoried and secured as evidence. Very little other evidence was collected from other sections other than apiece of evidence that will be described in greater detail in the problem section.  A car near the corvette had a red wire melted into the plastic of the mudguard behind the wheel. This was collected and cataloged. It was later determined to be a portion of the detonation device.  The rain began to fall fairly hard the next day, which hindered the search and collection of evidence. A tent was erected over the immediate blast area in an attempt to preserve evidence ( The car and the surrounding area were covered with the chemical powder that had been used to extinguish the fire. The decision was made to move the Corvette to the police garage for further inspection. An open flat bed truck was used to transport the vehicle. The decision to leave the vehicle uncovered was made in hopes that the chemical powder would blow off. However, little was removed during transport, and other evidence may have been ‘lost in this process.  Once the car had been removed a crater measuring 40cm wide and 15cm deep was located under the left front side of the vehicle. Fifteen centimeters in depth of sand/soil’ was collected, from the immediate blast area for further examination. The sand was collected into barrels. These barrels were not sterile, or cleaned prior to this collection. The barrels were closed, but not sealed.  The car was searched at the police garage. A piece of a magnet was located inside the driver’ s side of the vehicle.’ By 7:00 p.m. the preliminary examination and initial report of documentation had been completed.  In the following days the sand and soil taken from the crime scene in the barrels was systematically searched for evidence at the police garage. Sifting screens were used to separate larger objects, the soil and sand was also flushed to assist in the separation process. The remaining particles were placed in containers for closer examination. Magnets, hand held metal detectors and magnifying glasses were used to examine the soil taken from the site. This process lasted seven days, the first piece of evidence (a plastic piece from the touch pad of a cellular telephone) was discovered after the third day.  An inventory of all of the evidence collected was made by the end of the first Week. The explosive detonation device a cellular phone and other explosive parts were all found and identified as to type. This allowed for sensitive reconstruction of the bomb that was used in the commission of this crime. The device was a fairly sophisticated device, but used common components that would be very difficult to trace to a specific point of origin.  From the examination of the scene, and the evidence, which was recovered, the following is believed to be the chain of events in this bombing incident. The explosive was made of 500 grams of PETN. A standard military blasting cap was used for detonation, activated by a call to a cellular telephone attached to the bomb.  The suspect used a magnet to attach the bomb to the bottom of the victims’ car. The body of the Corvette is made of fiberglass, which the magnet would not adhere to. The suspect attached the bomb to the bottom of the frame. This is likely to have saved the life of the victims, the majority of the blast was directed into the frame of the vehicle which is the strongest portion of the car, and deflected outward.  The suspect was likely watching the vehicle from a relatively close position and called the cellular telephone attached to the bomb, (Which in turn activated the detonation device of the bomb), when he observed the victim get into the vehicle. The motive behind the bombing is likely associated with the victim’s organized crime activities.  The materials used in the construction of the bomb are readily available and almost impossible to track. The region has been involved in military conflict making these types of explosive materials widely available, especially to persons with organized crime contacts.  The cellular telephone that was used to trigger the blasting cap was a type that is available at any gas station. No identification is required for the purchase. The cellular companies were contacted to see if there was a record of the originating call to the cellular telephone that was used in the detonation. Unfortunately, this information is only captured by the computer after there is a complete connection of the circuit. All that was required for the detonation was activation of the telephone. The investigators contacted the cellular towers, but there was no record to trace back to the originating call telephone.  In section seven a part of an old rusted detonator was discovered. It was later learned that the parking lot had sand and gravel laid down two days prior to the bombing. The blasting cap had come from the sand and gravel pit where blasting is used. The rusted detonator part corresponded with the type of blasting cap that was used by the sand and gravel pit. 

