Crime 6
The following is a description of the State Police Major Crime Squad homicide and arson investigation into the deaths of five men. This case is unique in that it involved multiple victims (four of which were burned beyond recognition). Investigators almost immediately suspected the apartment owner of the crimes. Forensic evidence as well as eyewitness testimony allowed the State Police to arrest the suspect within one week of the crime being committed.  On Tuesday, April 18, 1995 at approximately 1810 hours the Fire Department responded to a house fire at 166 Portland Avenue. The address is a three-apartment structure owned by G. A,F, and T were co-renters of the second floor apartment. While fighting the fire, firefighters located A at the foot of the second floor stairway in the solarium. He had been removed from the scene and taken to the hospital where he was pronounced dead. The Hospital reported that A had suffered gunshot wounds to his head. Firefighters also located two other victims on the living room floor of the second floor apartment, as well as a fourth victim in the bathroom of the same apartment. A fifth victim was also located at a later time in the bathroom. These four victims were unknown at the time and all had been burned beyond recognition. It was later determined that all victims had gunshot wounds to their heads.

THE CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION
The State Police Major Crime Squad responded when they were advised of the scene. Upon their arrival they observed that the scene was secured with crime scene tape. Fire suppression activities would make evidence recovery extremely difficult. Fire personnel and equipment from the Fire Department, as well as State Police Troopers were also present.  Sgt. B. was the scene supervisor. Four detectives as well as three Troopers First Class were assigned the case. Also present for the investigation was the State Police Office of the State Fire Marshall. This unit consisted of one sergeant, four detectives, and a Certified Accelerant Detection Canine. The Chief Medical Examiner was also present.  Sgt. B briefed scene investigators about the scene and the number of supposed victims. Sgt. B assigned one detective as the Scene Case Officer and was also assigned to take scene photographs. Another detective was assigned evidence. A third detective was assigned to videotape the scene. He was also assigned the task of taking backup photos of the scene. A fourth detective was assigned to sketch the crime scene. Lastly the TFC’s were assigned to assist in evidence recovery.

At 0200 hours on April 19, 1995 a search warrant was presented to and signed by a judge. The warrant was returned to the crime scene at approximately 0243 hours the same day. At 0315 hours Sgt. B and the lead Investigator entered into the dwelling to inspect the scene. They observed extensive fire damage to the basement with the first floor collapsed into it. They also observed extensive fire damage to the second floor apartment. Victim H was observed lying on his back in the living room directly in front of the entrance to the apartment. Victim T was observed lying on his back on the living room floor in the middle of the room. Victim G was observed lying on his back on the bathroom floor. All three of these victims were burned beyond recognition. After doing the initial crime scene inspection it was determined that the scene was too hazardous to work 1~h at the time, and that it should be secured and continued at daylight.  At 0615 hours the assigned crime scene detectives commenced to process the scene. Before anything was done the scene was completely photographed and videotaped. A field/crime scene sketch was prepared with measurements in order to show the victims locations throughout the apartment. Even during daylight hours it was extremely dark in the complex so large floodlights were utilized to aid in lighting the crime scene.  At 1030 hours the same day, the Chief Medical Examiner arrived and viewed the scene and the victims. It was during this phase in the investigation that the body of the fifth victim, F. was located in the bathroom. He was in a position of lying face down on the bathroom floor with Victim G. partially lying on top of him. Photographs were taken of Victim F after the discovery of his remains. All four of the victims’ remains were removed from the scene at 1140 hours. They were taken to the Medical Examines office for post mortem examinations scheduled for April 2O~.  Throughout the investigation, from April 1 8~ through 1340 hours on April 25 , State Police Officers would be on scene 24 hours a day armed with a copy of the Search and Seizure warrant. During this time the scene was processed for physical evidence. This would include wet sifting the fire debris from the second floor and the solarium for any firearm evidence (bullets, casings, etc.).  A window and door inspection was done on the apartment complex. Most were heavily damaged by fire and heat. There was a sliding glass door on the second floor apartment that was completely gone from the frame. This door led to the roof over the rear apartment of the complex. The frame was located intact on the roof, and the area of the locking device appeared to have been cut. This section of the frame was retrieved and logged into evidence. On April 23, five days after the crime was reported, two spent shell casings were located in the fire debris from the second floor apartment wet sifting.   These casings would indicate that the weapon most likely used to kill the victims was a semi-automatic weapon that would eject its shell casings. Also on this date, an extension ladder in the backyard was examined for evidence. The plastic ends to the ladder top had been melted from the fire.  Detectives with the State Fire Marshall’s Office stated that there were two fires in the apartment complex. One was located in the basement of the complex and another was located in the second floor apartment. The investigation on the second floor indicated that there were at least three points of fire origin. They were in the kitchen, the living room (in the immediate area of two victims), and in the bathroom (again in the area of two victims). The basement investigation indicated that at least four separate origins of fire existed. During the fire investigation, an accelerant-sniffing canine was utilized and alerted in two spots that an accelerant had been present. Sample debris from these areas was recovered for evidence~, Fire evidence also indicated that multiple pours occurred. This evidence was visible and photos of the pour lines were taken. Due to the two separate fires, as well as the areas of the pours, it was determined that the two fires did not communicate or meet and was therefore determined to be arson in nature.  Six vehicles parked at the scene were examined for physical evidence. Each vehicle was processed and photographed with only one exhibit being removed. This exhibit was a time card, which was seized from Victim Gs vehicle.  During the search of the property, members of the investigation team located cable television and telephone wires that lead to the 166 Portland Avenue apartment complex. These wires had been cut at the point where they enter the underground conduit. Also located on the same pole were the cable and telephone wires that lead to 78 Portland Avenue (a residence next door.) These wires had not -been cut. An interview with the residents at 78 Portland Avenue on April 18th revealed that Suspect F had dug the trench for the underground wiring to the 166 Portland Avenue Residence, and by doing so, would have knowledge of which wires led to which residence.
On April 20, 1995 autopsies were performed on all five victims. The autopsies of the victims revealed that each had died as a result of gunshot wounds to the head. The forensics results indicated that a total of ten entry wounds were located in the five victims. Bullets and fragments were recovered from each of the victims.  Victim A  had sustained soft tissue injuries to his nose, chin, lower lip, and one tooth had been broken. He also had an unusual burn to his chest and neck, which appeared to be electrical in nature.  He had been shot twice in the head; once in the center of the forehead and once in the left temple.  Victim F had been shot twice in the head; once behind the left ear and once on the right rear portion of his head. He was identified through dental records.Victim T had been shot once in the head just above the right ear. He was also identified through dental records.  Victim G had been shot three times; once behind the right ear, once above the right temple, and once between the nose and left eye. He was identified through dental records.  Victim H  had been shot twice in the head; once in the center of the back of the head and once to the neck or face area. Due to the amount of damage caused by the fire, the exact entry wound could not be located. He was also identified by dental records.  Furthermore, no hydrocarbons were located in the blood samples and no soot was deposited in the victims’ lungs, indicating that each was dead prior to the fire being set.

EVIDENCE TESTING RESULTS
A Firearm Examiner at the State Forensic Lab examined the bullets and bullet fragments, which were recovered from the victims at their autopsies. The examiner determined that the rounds were .22 caliber, coated with a Lubaloy wash, which ~s goldish in color. He also said that this finish is consistent with Remington manufactured .22 caliber ammunition.  On April j9th a check of local Police Department Pistol Permit Applications revealed that Suspect F had applied for a pistol permit on February 20, 1988. The permit was denied due to his prior arrest record, which included Larceny, Violation of Probation, Assault, and Breach of Peace. On the same day, a check with the State Police Weapons Unit revealed that Suspect F had purchased and registered a Bersa (AEJ), .22 caliber, semi-automatic handgun, Model 223DA, Serial 1~94l04, with a 3.5 inch barrel on March 29, 1986. A check of the Blue Book of Gun Values listed the Bersa Model223DA as being equipped with a ten shot magazine.  On April 26~, the Firearms Examiner for the State Forensic Lab test fired a Bersa, Model 223DA, .22 caliber, semi-auto with a 3.5-inch barrel. The same model of weapon was located in the Midwest, purchased, and sent to the Forensics Lab the next day. The test determined that the characteristics found on the test-fired bullets were consistent with the characteristics found on the bullets that were recovered from the victims during their autopsies. The test also revealed that the firing pin impression found on the test-fired casings were consistent with the firing pin impressions found on the two casings that were recovered during the crime scene search.  A search warrant was served on the car that F rented. The floor mats were seized and analyzed. The forensic analysis revealed the presence of medium boiling point petroleum distillates:  


