Crime 5

On May 19, 1992 at 0930 hours a Police Officer responded to 155 North St. for a report of a woman who had been stabbed. The rescue squad was also dispatched. The Officer arrived after the ambulance. Paramedics had entered the scene, confirmed that the woman was dead, and left the scene.

The Officer met with the complainant, V, the building manager. V informed the Officer that he found the victim when he came by the apartment to repair the refrigerator. V related that he didn’t want to check on the female so he asked O, and B to enter the apartment and check on the victim. Both subjects entered the apartment prior to the arrival of the police.

The crime scene was extremely bloody and the detectives would have known of possible contamination by, at the very least, the workers stepping in the blood, but apparently no interviews to determine if anything was touched or changed were conducted. Furthermore, the summary report speaks of Fire Department Rescue “Workers” having been on the scene and checking the victim for vital signs.

At approximately 0940 hours the Officer, a sergeant (shift supervisor) and another officer (lead investigator) entered the apartment to determine if there were any other victims located within the apartment, and to attempt to identify the victim.

Upon entering through the only door into the first floor apartment the body was lying on the floor in the combined bedroom / living area. The female was lying on her right side in the “fetal position.”

There was a copious amount of blood pooled around the victim’s body, soaked through her blouse. The woman appeared to have been cut in the neck area and her hands. Her extremities were cold but her back was warm to the touch. There was also a lot of blood smeared around the walls from the entrance around the walls to the bathroom door (see sketch for lay out and evidence). The apartment’s contents were strewn about in such a way that there appeared to have been a struggle. Also observed were blood drops leading into and inside the bathroom, and a blood drop trail traveling out of the apartment onto the steps outside the apartment. There was a large kitchen knife on the floor next to the victim that had blood on it.

Once it was clear that there were no other victims, the officers left the residence, secured the scene and obtained a search warrant.

The crime scene was video taped by and photographed by the officer.  Then evidence was collected. Over 88 pieces of evidence were collected at the scene. Included in that evidence were blood drops not belonging to the victim, an identifiable latent finger print from a beer can found on the floor next to the body. This print did not belong to the victim. The finger print and blood drops would later serve to link the perpetrator to the scene.

Dr. A, Chief State Medical Examiner State conducted an autopsy, on 5/20/99. Dr. Adams listed the cause of death as “incised wounds of the neck and extremities.” The victim’s head was nearly severed from the body. There were also numerous defense wounds on the hands and feet of the victim. These wounds would be used in court to discredit the suspect’s claim of self-defense.

For almost a year the primary scope of the investigation consisted of systematically interviewing and eliminating over 41 suspects. The perpetrator, H, was not among the original suspect list. DNA from a blood sample and a fingerprint on a beer can later link H to the crime scene. Much of the evidence collected was sent to the State Crime Lab.

H became a suspect in March of 1993 when a cooperating individual wanted to provide information about the murder in exchange for leniency on burglary charges. Once the investigators knew H’s name the physical evidence was able to link him to the crime scene.

It appears that H went to the Victim’s house in the early morning hours of May

19,1992 in search of sex with the victim. The victim did not answer the door the first time H knocked. He left, but returned and pounded on the door, which got the attention

of (a witness who later picked H out of a photo lineup).

The victim let H in which accounted for the lack of indicators of forced entry at the scene. Once inside, according to H, the victim pulled the knife and threatened suicide.

H claimed to have grabbed the knife and got cut. This caused H to fear for his safety, so, according to H he defended himself by inflicting the injuries to the victim. H then fled to Oregon for several months.


