Crime 4
On Sunday, October 12, 1996 County 911 Center received a call from Southern Railway Company stating a conductor of Engine 6550 found a body on the tracks. Further stated the body was lying on the tracks under the bridge at South Little New York Road.  Deputy’s from the   County Sheriff’s Department were first to arrive on the scene. Both observed a white male lying on the tracks. Victim had no shirt on, pants and underwear were found to be around victim’s legs. A blue shirt with Southwire written on the pocket and evidence of blood was found near the body. On top of the bridge was a puddle of blood that had dripped down, marking the side of the bridge. There were footprints on top of the bridge near the bloody area. The responding deputies secured the scene.  The scene was turned over to an investigator from the State Police. The scene was processed, photographed, and a crime scene sketch was completed. There was no canvas completed due to the fact that a timber company privately owns this area and there are no homes located within the area.  The victim was found with no identification. There was evidence in the body of several gunshot wounds, chest and abdomen area and severe cuts on the head and neck. The body was transported to the State Crime Lab for an autopsy.  Dr. B. performed autopsy on October 12, 1986. Fingerprints taken from victim identified him as WN. The blood was positive for ethyl alcohol consisting of 0.12 grams %. Victim was of type 0 blood group. There was wadding and several pellets from a 12-gauge shotgun shell found, these were sent to the lab. Cause of death was determined to be gunshot wounds to the chest and abdomen.  Sunday afternoon the wife of the victim, reported victim missing.  Investigators conducted several interviews with family and friends. These interviews found that victim had been in two local bars with two men (identified).  Upon interviewing the last two subjects to see victim alive, both admitted to being in victims company but denied any knowledge of his death. However, while interviewing one individual, investigators noticed the boots he had on appeared to match those prints found upon the bridge at the crime scene. Investigators requested those boots and took other related items also.  On October 13, 1986 investigators took one of the men from the bar back to the scene of the crime. They again interviewed him but no information was given. Later that day he called investigators and requested another interview. He stated he was very scared of the other man from the bar, and he said he had witnessed his companion shoot the victim for no reason with a 12-gauge shotgun.   On October 13, 1986 an arrest warrant was sworn out for the murder. The accused admitted shooting the victim, however, he said it was self-defense. He then offered the location of other items, knife and shotgun, and stated he had used his truck as transportation that night.  Consent to search was obtained by investigators. In suspects truck they located bloodstains on the carpet and a 4-foot level containing bloodstains. Personal items of the victim were also located. All evidence was transported back to the Sheriff’s Department.  Two notes were found in suspect’s wallet, one addressed “to whom it may concern” the other to his mother. Both notes indicated suicide and implicated himself as having committed the murder without help from the other man from the bar.

