
Crime scene 2
In the early morning of January 5,1988, at approximately 12:46am, the body of a female was discovered lying on the side of a country road in a rural part of Stanislaus county. The body was found by a passing motorist on his way home from work. The first officer at the scene noted that there were no tracks or footprints around the body and used one route to get to her in order to check on the condition of the victim and used the same route to exit the area of the body. The officer discovered that it was a homicide and called for the homicide detectives to respond.  Upon arriving at the scene the detectives discovered that the area where the victim was found was in an extremely rural part of the county with no artificial lighting of any kind and no residences nearby. The roadway and the surrounding areas were wet, as it had been raining the previous day. The area directly around the body was extremely muddy as well as the shoulder of the roadway. Closer examination of the body revealed that the victim had been shot at close range with a shotgun.  Autopsy later showed that she was shot three times. Once with a 12 gauge shotgun slug, once with shotgun pellets and once with a .22 caliber bullet. There was no identification on the body however she was recognized by one of the patrol officer as a local drug user and prostitute.  The crime scene was established however as this was a very rural area crime scene tape was not put up. A series of photographs where taken at the scene. The area was measured and a crime scene sketch was completed.  During the investigation of the crime scene a tire track, which was previously discovered by the responding officer, was also measured and photographed. As the tire had partially driven through the soft mud it did not leave a very good impression in the mud however the tread pattern was visible in the roadway. As this pattern was mud on the roadway it was protected by placing a plastic blanket over part of the track to protect it from the light sprinkle that fell intermittently at the scene. Additionally there were soil samples taken of the area around her body as well as the area near the tire impression.  An observation that was made at the scene was that even though it was muddy at the scene, there was no mud on the soles of her shoes which would indicate that she was dumped at the location by the passing vehicle which left the tire track. As this was a possible scenario detectives began the investigation. As they now had an identification, they obtained a recent booking photo of the victim and went to the nearest bar in the area, which was the only business approximately two miles away. The bar was closed so detectives found the owner who lived nearby. He was questioned as to the victim possibly being in his bar. He stated that she was in fact in there and was waiting for a friend to pick her up. He said her friend was driving a large older model tan colored car. He added that the friend was at a nearby house, which could be seen from the bar, just prior to picking her up. Detectives proceeded to that house and talked to Brenda and Aifredo. They were questioned as to any visitors last night and they stated that a friend had visited them by the name of Jesse. They also indicated that he drove a tan colored car, possibly an Oldsmobile.  A check of Jesse revealed that he was currently on parole for manslaughter and that he had an address in a nearby city approximately ten miles away.  Detectives then drove to the Jesse’s residence where they found a 1973 tan colored Oldsmobile parked in the driveway. As he was on parole, a parole search was conducted on his residence and car. Upon closer examination of the auto it was noted that there was a large amount of mud splattered on the right rear quarter panel of the car. Indicating that the car had gone off the pavement and onto a muddy area.  During questioning Jesse stated that he had not gone anywhere last night and that he had not been to anyone’s house. He further stated that he had not loaned his car to anybody nor had he driven anywhere where there was mud. He could not explain the fresh mud on the exterior or interior of his car. Jesse was taken into custody for parole violation and was later charged with homicide.  A search of his car revealed a box of .22 caliber bullets, two expended shotgun casing, two .22 caliber casing and two .22 caliber bullets. There was also a sample taken of the mud from the outside of the car.

Subsequent investigation revealed that Jesse was actually hired to kill the victim by Brenda and Alfredo after the victim had failed to pay them $200.00 for drugs she had obtained. Hernandez was paid in heroin and cocaine equivalent to approximately $150.00 for the killing. 

