CASE  1 SUMMARY
On Sunday, April 20, 1997, at approximately 2:10 a.m. Officer De was on routine patrol on Interstate 40 (1-40) just passing through the Interstate 25 (1-25) interchange. Officer De observed a male subject lying in the center lane of westbound traffic. Officer De stopped and positioned his vehicle so that no oncoming traffic would hit the victim. Officer De checked the victim who appeared to be unconscious. The victim was bleeding from the head and neck areas.  City paramedics and an ambulance were immediately dispatched to the scene. Officer De made the decision to completely shut down all of the westbound traffic and requested additional units to assist with closing the interstate. After completing an initial survey of the victim Officer De felt that he had a hit and run accident, as there were no other vehicles present on the westbound side of the freeway. Within minutes, paramedics arrived and because of the seriousness of the injuries performed what is called a “scoop and run”. They picked up the victim and immediately transported him to The University Medical Center. As per Standard Operating Procedures (SOP), a Department Field Investigator (Fl) (Sworn Officer who serves an evidence technician) was dispatched to the hospital. Officers as the scene had requested that the traffic fatal accident team respond to the scene in order to investigate the hit and run accident.  

The Field Investigator who went to the hospital was allowed into the trauma room where he met with emergency doctors. Doctors informed the officer that in addition to obvious injuries caused by a motor vehicle accident there was evidence of the victim having his throat cut. Doctors observed an avulsion at the neck of the victim along with (Note:
On April 20, 1999, at approximately 1645 hours, Everado Estrada died. An autopsy was scheduled for the following day in order to determine the cause)

evidence that a sharp instrument, such as knife had been used to cut the victims neck. While the officer was photographing the injury he also observed a superficial cut to the victims neck. A complete survey of the victim’s body showed the presence of blood on the victim on an arm underneath his shirt. Because of these facts and information from the hospital staff that they did feel that the victim would survive the injuries, the officer requested violent crime detectives to proceed to the scene. Violent Crimes and Traffic personnel then met at the scene and decided to conduct a joint investigation. Due to the fact that traffic officers had responded first because of the delay in identifying the lacerations to the victims neck, traffic personnel at the scene conducted an initial survey of the scene. While checking for evidence they located a blood trail coming from the center median. The blood trail was followed and led to a Black Pontiac Trans Am, which was parked, on the shoulder of eastbound traffic. Officer De had also observed the vehicle upon his arrival and had another officer secure it by parking his patrol vehicle behind the Pontiac (Note: westbound traffic was not shut down until traffic officers arrived and requested it closed). Due to the fact that the blood trail originated from the vehicle it was assumed that it was the victims vehicle. An examination of the exterior of the vehicle verified blood on the exterior as well as visible blood on the interior of the vehicle. To add to the complexity of the case, the 911 emergency call center had received a call at approximately 3 a.m. from an anonymous caller that a male was observed being chased by several other males across the Interstate just before 2 a.m. Based on these facts, the officers at the scene believed that they had a homicide investigation as well as a hit and run fatal accident to investigate.

After conducting a briefing at the accident scene it was determined that the Fatal Accident Traffic Investigation Team would process the accident scene with support from the Criminalistics Section while the Violent Crimes Section would investigate the circumstances surrounding the male victim and the vehicle. A second Criminalistics team would begin to process the vehicle. After consulting with the on-call District Attorney it was determined that search warrant would not be necessary for the processing of the Trans-am. The Accident Scene and the vehicle were then processed as per standard operating procedures (see accident-crime scene processing section for additional details). At approximately 0400 hours a truck driver called from a truck stop located on the Far West side of town. The driver told the 911 operator that he believed that he might have struck a person on Interstate 40 near the interchange. He also stated that because he was transporting hazardous materials he did not stop until he had left the city limits and could stop at an approved site. At this time detectives and traffic investigators were sent to the truck stop along with a Criminalistics detective to process the truck.

The black Trans-am contained a great deal of evidence both on the exterior of the vehicle as well as the interior. The vehicle was processed from the outside in, taking approximately 8 hours to complete. While processing the vehicle information was located that the male victim possibly resided at 1339 San Mateo BD. SE Apartment B. Violent Crimes detectives went to the San Mateo apartment in order to notify the next of kin about the accident involving the male subject who was now believed to be E..  Upon arrival to the San Mateo address, detectives observed blood present on the exterior of the front screen door. Believing that there may be an injured person inside the residence the detective’s entered the apartment. They could hear noise coming from the kitchen area and entered the kitchen first where they observed an open rear door, with blood on the door and curtain. Looking through the open door they could see blood on the fence post outside as well as blood on the sidewalk. They continued their search and entered a rear bedroom where the found a blood soaked female lying on top of a bed. She was completely nude with a large quantity of blood, which appeared to be smeared all over her body. Next to her body was a knife, which appeared to be left as a “display” item. The apartment showed evidence of a party as well as females clothing on the front couch which appeared to have been cut off. Upon ensuring no further victims or other persons were present, the Violent Crimes detectives immediately withdrew and secured the apartment. Appropriate Criminalistics, District Attorney, and patrol officers were summoned, all of whom were on scene in relative short order. Officers were positioned in the front and rear of the apartment exterior, the parking lot was closed off, and crime scene tape was placed around all affected areas. This effectively secured the scene and preserved all evidence until important decisions could be made as to the next steps to take. 

No one entered the apartment until the lead Criminalistics detective, Detective H, arrived at approximately 1030 hours and took control of the scene. As per the Standard Operating Procedure, the lead Criminalistics detective is in charge of the scene until it is released. Detective H did in fact take charge, and decided to summon medical personnel to confirm that Linda M was indeed dead. Detectives then immediately exited the apartment and requested additional detectives and Criminalistics support. After the arrival of more detectives a second briefing was conducted. At this time it was decided that a search warrant would be needed. A warrant was obtained and the residence was processed as the second scene.

While waiting for the search warrant to be approved neighbors from Apartment #C arrived and stated that they were present at the victims apartment the previous night for a party. They admitted to heavy drinking and the use of marijuana and crack cocaine. They allowed detectives to search their residence and offered to provide a blood sample if needed.

The apartment was processed by utilizing standard operating procedures. A digital camera was utilized in order to limit the number of people who were allowed inside the apartment. When personnel arrived and wished to see the scene they were denied access and allowed to view the digital photos instead.  Because of the long day (in excess of 19 hours) it was decided that the scene would be secured overnight and that a second, final walk through would be conducted the following morning. The apartment was sealed and two officers were stationed to guard the apartment overnight.  It is fortunate the officers posted guards around the apartment and did not rely on crime scene tape to keep people out, because some distraught family members arrived and one of them ducked under the crime scene tape and rushed at the house. This occurred at approximately 1740 hours, more then seven hours after the police took control of the scene.  The only other instance of persons entering this scene prior to the actual evidence recovery process involved two Criminalistics detectives who entered briefly and took overall photos with a digital camera. The protective equipment worn during the processing of the scene consisted of rubber gloves and booties for all three detectives who entered.  At this point, the tasks at hand within the apartment are fairly well known. Barring any surprise discoveries during the search for evidence, Detective H was now aware of the kinds of evidence likely to be encountered. This included the blood evidence throughout the scene, the apparent weapon used, the clothing apparently worn during the attack, hair, fiber, and other trace evidence, and assorted other items (i.e. glass bottles, assorted contraband) that may be useful for fingerprints or have other evidentiary value.  
As per. Standard Operating Procedure, the detectives worked this scene from the outside in so they would not pass anything by or forget anything. Also, by common practice, the detectives processed the area around and on the body last.
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